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Text: Karen O’Connor, and Larry Sabato. 2002 American Government:  Continuity and Change. Longman Press.

Peter Woll, 2000. American Government Readings and Cases. Longman.

Course Overview: 
This is an Honors course in American Politics and Government.  As such, it assumes virtually no previous knowledge of the subject.  Throughout the semester, we will discuss the founding of the Republic, current institutional structure as well as the role and behavior of citizens in a representative democracy.  Although this is not a current events class, we will often discuss how current events relate to the topic at hand.  As a result, you should make some attempt to follow what's happening in the world. The text will be liberally supplemented with additional readings in primary and secondary sources, C-SPAN, newspapers and news magazines, information form the Internet, and the Woll reader.

Participation:

Students are not in college to sit passively and take notes.  Education depends on interaction and participation.  As a result, 10 points of your final grade will depend upon your participation in class.  In order to receive participation points, each student must: (1) be in class (2) read the assigned material (3) add to class discussion through questions or comments germane to the material.
Classroom Policies and Procedures:

Students are expected to be constructive and positive in their relationships with other class members. Students are expected to maintain reasonable classroom decorum and adhere to the student code of conduct. We must respect the thoughts and opinions of others at all times.

Students must come to class prepared with the materials needed to complete assignments. Materials include textbook, notebook, black/blue pen, highlighter, binder paper, and outside reading materials. You must be in your seat by the second bell. 

Late work will be accepted with the following guidelines:  For each class day that an assignment is missed, 20% percent of the points will be deducted from the final score of the late work.  Late work will not be accepted if it is more than two class periods late.  

Your success in this class is important. Frequent and open communication will go a long way to helping you achieve this goal. I check my e-mail and voicemail at least once daily; students and parents are encouraged to feel e-mail or call with any questions or comments.  For in-person discussions, I am in the library from 7am-3:30pm.  Please stop by to discuss any questions or concerns before school, during breaks or lunch, or after school.    

Your grade is based upon an average derived from your tests, quizzes, assignment grades, and project. Tests are closed book. No make-up quizzes are given.  The lowest quiz grade at the end of the semester will be dropped.
Grading:

Tests – 30%

Quizzes – 20%

Assignments, Participation and Projects – 40%

Final Exam - 10%

Course Outline

Unit 1
Foundations of Government

1-Political Landscape
Unit 2

Origins and Development of United States Government

2-The United States Constitution

Unit 3

Federalism

3-Federalism

Unit 4

Participating in State and Local Government

        
Governing the States

Unit 5

The Judicial Branch
10-The Federal Court System

Unit 6

Rights & Liberties

5-Civil Liberties: First Amendment Freedoms

       
5-Civil Liberties: Protecting Individual Rights

       
6-Civil Rights: Equal Justice Under the Law
Unit 7

The Legislative Branch

      
 7-Congress

Unit 8
The Executive Branch

      
 8-Presidency

Unit 9
Political Process
    
 12-Political Parties

    
 13-Voters, Voting Behavior and the Electoral Process

    
 14-Campaign Process
Unit 10

Political Behavior

11-Public Opinion and Political Socialization

     
15-News Media

16-Interest Groups

